




































From:
To:
Cc: PORVAZNIK, ANTHONY J
Subject: Re: Gotaway Video
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:26:20 PM

Sirs,

Video has been removed. We will circle back tomorrow to discuss next steps. Thank you.

Director, Strategic Communications
United States Border Patrol Headquarters
Office  / Cell: 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:04:12 PM
To: 

Cc: PORVAZNIK, ANTHONY J 
Subject: Re: Gotaway Video
 
Deputy,

You are correct. I’m now remembering we posted the second version from B1s account.
Taking action now.  Will advise when that is completed and that should take care of the
request. 

Thanks.

Director, Strategic Communications
United States Border Patrol Headquarters
Office: / Cell: 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 7:47:46 PM
To: 

Cc: PORVAZNIK, ANTHONY J 
Subject: Re: Gotaway Video
 

I just tried to call you. We are un-sharing all links to the video on our social media platforms,
however, I’m told that we retweeted from B1s account and therefore we cannot take it down. I
believe B1s account will need to pull the video in order to ensure all shared links are then
broken.
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 4:19:54 PM
To: 

>
Cc: PORVAZNIK, ANTHONY J 
Subject: Gotaway Video
 
CPA /DCPA 

I received direction from Chief Scott to pull the Gotaway video from all social media
accounts. We pulled it from YouTube at the HQ level and are respectfully requesting ELC pull
the video from its Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts.

We will be discussing next steps in the hours and days to come and will share those soonest.
Chief Scott is asking for a confirmation when this has been completed.

Thank you for your understanding, 

Director, Strategic Communications
United States Border Patrol Headquarters
Office  / Cell: 
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From:
To:
Subject: Re: The Gotaway Video
Date: Saturday, September 5, 2020 11:30:22 AM

Thank you 

Division Chief LEOP
El Centro Sector

(cell)

From: 
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 7:30:46 AM
To: 

Subject: The Gotaway Video
 
Good Morning Everyone,

I just wanted to inform you that “The Gotaway” video was picked up by Yahoo News. It is
very much possible that  over the weekend. 

Please see below:
https://www.yahoo.com/news/the-gotaway-online-video-produced-and-posted-by-the-border-patrol-spreads-fear-
of-migrants-005550760.html

Hope everyone stay safe and enjoy your Labor Day weekend. I will keep you inform. 

(A) Special Operations Supervisor
U.S. Border Patrol
Field Communications Branch
El Centro Sector

(o)
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Good Evening Deputy,
 
We are continuing to receive requests from media and congressional staffers on
the Gotaway video. To more accurately respond to the questions regarding stats
and terms used in the video, can you share the script (text) for the video please?
 
Thanks in advance and will keep you posted on this matter.
 

Director, Strategic Communications
United States Border Patrol Headquarters
Office  / Cell: 
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From:
To:
Subject: RE: The Gotaway
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 3:16:03 PM
Attachments: image001.png

10-4 and thank you
 

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 3:16 PM
To: >
Subject: Re: The Gotaway
 

, I’m driving back from SDC.  is emailing you as we speak with a storyboard. No
script exists.
 

 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 9:05:53 AM
To: 
Subject: FW: The Gotaway
 
Good Morning DCPA
 
Sharing the below info for your awareness and future use as you deem appropriate. This does not
include the OPA social media guidance that was provided to all account managers and Chiefs some
time ago; happy to share that as well. Also, I sent you an email late last night regarding the script for
the Gotaway. Do you have the latest you can share?
 
Thanks again,
 

Director, Strategic Communications
United States Border Patrol Headquarters

 (office) /  (cell)
 
 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 4:05 PM
To: 

>
Cc: 
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Subject: RE: The Gotaway
 
Dear  et al.:
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Best regards,

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attorney, Trade & Finance
Office of Chief Counsel
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Department of Homeland Security
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, D.C. 20229

 
“No – you may go so far and no further.”

 
This email may contain communications between attorney and client, communications that are part
of the agency deliberative process, or attorney-work product, all of which are privileged and not
subject to disclosure outside the agency or to the public. Please consult with the Office of Chief
Counsel, U.S. Customs and Border Protection before disclosing this email or any information
contained therein.
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 12:14 PM
To: 

Subject: The Gotaway
 
Hi ,
 
As you likely know, El Centro Sector produced a video called “The Gotaway”
which is now posted officially by CBP on Instagram, Twitter and Youtube. The
video is a short reenactment of a vehicle pursuit followed by one UDA escaping
who ultimately makes his way to an alley where he encounters a man, asks him
for money, and ultimately stabs him leaving him bleeding on the ground which
then fades-away into the USBP seal.  It’s a very professionally produced video.
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Given this is an issue happening today I wanted to raise this to everyone’s
attention.
 
Thanks,

 
The video:
 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CEo4zITHpG7/?igshid=1dwh9bd2fwn4u
 
A media report from yesterday about the video:
 
https://news.yahoo.com/the-gotaway-online-video-produced-and-posted-by-the-border-patrol-
spreads-fear-of-migrants-005550760.html
 
 

Executive Director  - Investigative Operations
Office of Professional Responsibility
U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Office)
Mobile)
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: FW: ON DEADLINE - Yahoo News request re: Border Patrol video
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 7:41:15 PM

FYSA
 
Official cleared statement from CBP and B1 on “The Gotaway”.

From:
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 4:16 PM
To: 
Cc: CBPMEDIARELATIONS <cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov>
Subject: RE: ON DEADLINE - Yahoo News request re: Border Patrol video
 
 
Statement from U.S. Border Patrol Chief Rodney Scott re: El Centro Sector video “ The
Gotaway”

“The ‘Gotaway’ video produced by the U.S. Border Patrol was the first in a series of short
videos created to remind our Border Patrol agents that the risks they take every day to protect
America matter, and result in saving American’s lives well beyond our physical borders. 
While the purpose of the video was initially for internal agency use, I decided to share it
publicly after viewing it to enhance awareness that effective border security helps keep all
Americans and our guests safe.”  

“Shortly after the video was posted I was informed that we had not yet received formal
approval to use copyrighted materials and had not fully attributed third-party material. Upon
learning this, I directed that the video be immediately pulled down.  While I believe that the
issues raised were unintentional administrative oversights, I have notified the CBP Office of
Professional Responsibility for appropriate action.  As soon as the proper approvals are
obtained, I intend to share the updated video publicly.”

 

 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 10:48 AM
To: 
Subject: Re: ON DEADLINE - Yahoo News request re: Border Patrol video
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DHS. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize
and/or trust the sender. Contact the CBP Security Operations Center with questions or concerns.
 
Hi 
I hope you were able to enjoy some of the long weekend! Just wanted to check back in about
this now that more people are likely back at work. Is there any information you can provide on
why the video was taken down? 
Thanks! 
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Was this video commissioned or approved by USBP national headquarters? If so,
what was the purpose of creating this video, and who was involved in its
production? Is it meant to be a re-enactment of a specific incident? 
 
A number of people, including current and former Border Patrol personnel, have
described the video as racially charged and politically motivated. Can you respond
to these criticisms?  

 

Finally, I noticed that the original post of the video on Instagram by the
@USBPChiefELC account tagged a number of conservative media outlets,
including Breitbart, The Blaze, Epoch Times and the Daily Caller. What is the
official USBP or CBP policy with regards to tagging or promoting specific news
outlets from official social media accounts? Does this qualify as an official
endorsement?
 
I appreciate any and all responses you can provide before my deadline. I look
forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Thanks!

 
--

 
Senior Reporter, Yahoo News 

 | 

 
--

 
Senior Reporter, Yahoo News 

 | 
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Senior Reporter, Yahoo News 
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Senior Reporter, Yahoo News 
 | 
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From:
To:
Subject: Fwd: Script from Video
Date: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 10:30:45 PM

Can you provide with the script for the video please?

Get Outlook for iOS

From:
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 7:27:59 PM
To:
Subject: Script from Video
 
Good Evening Deputy,

We are continuing to receive requests from media and congressional staffers on the Gotaway
video. To more accurately respond to the questions regarding stats and terms used in the
video, can you share the script (text) for the video please?

Thanks in advance and will keep you posted on this matter.

Director, Strategic Communications
United States Border Patrol Headquarters
Office: / Cell: 
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From:
To:
Subject: Fwd: The Gotaway
Date: Saturday, September 5, 2020 1:43:13 PM
Attachments: IMG 2244.png

Fyi
Get Outlook for iOS

From: PORVAZNIK, ANTHONY J 
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 10:24:42 AM
To: 
Subject: Fwd: The Gotaway
 
See below. I’ll call you. 

Tony Porvaznik
Acting Chief
USBP/HQ/LEOD

(desk)
(cell)

From: 
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 1:11:36 PM
To: PORVAZNIK, ANTHONY J 
Subject: Fwd: The Gotaway
 
FYI
Get Outlook for iOS

From: 
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 12:59 PM
To: 
Subject: Fwd: The Gotaway
 
Good Afternoon Deputy,

FYI below. If you have some time for a call, I’d like to fill you in on other items regarding this
video.

Director, Strategic Communications
United States Border Patrol Headquarters
Office:  / Cell: 

From: 
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 12:14:07 PM
To: 
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Subject: The Gotaway
 
Hi ,

As you likely know, El Centro Sector produced a video called “The Gotaway” which is now
posted officially by CBP on Instagram, Twitter and Youtube. The video is a short reenactment
of a vehicle pursuit followed by one UDA escaping who ultimately makes his way to an alley
where he encounters a man, asks him for money, and ultimately stabs him leaving him
bleeding on the ground which then fades-away into the USBP seal.  It’s a very professionally
produced video.

Given this is an issue happening today I wanted to raise this to everyone’s attention.

Thanks,

The video:
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https://www.instagram.com/tv/CEo4zITHpG7/?igshid=1dwh9bd2fwn4u

A media report from yesterday about the video:

https://news.yahoo.com/the-gotaway-online-video-produced-and-posted-by-the-border-patrol-spreads-fear-of-
migrants-005550760.html

Executive Director  - Investigative Operations
Office of Professional Responsibility
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
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